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Å My presentation will include discussion of off-label  use of the following: 

Å Naloxone is FDA approved as an opioid antagonist 

Å Naloxone delivered as an intranasal spray with a mucosal atomizer device has not been FDA approved and is 
off label use 



Outline 

1. Video: Patient-Pharmacist-Prescriber encounter 

2. The epidemiology of opioid overdose 

3. Public health interventions addressing overdose 

4. Overdose prevention in clinical practice 





The Addiction Crisis 
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Toxicology Analysis: Fentanyl  
Among the 1,319 individuals whose deaths were opioid-related in 2015 where a toxicology screen was also 
available, 754 of them had a positive screen result for fentanyl 
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Why a surge in overdoses? 

ÅPrescription opioids for pain 

ÅTransitioning to heroin 

ÅErratic and more deadly heroin supply 

ÅPolysubstance use (including polypharmacy) 

Massachusetts Avenue  
May 2015 





3 priority areas to tackle the opioid crisis 
- US Department of Health and Human Services March 26, 2015 

1. Providing training and educational resources to assist health 

professionals in making informed prescribing decisions 

2. Increasing use of naloxone 

3. Expanding the use of Medication-Assisted Treatment 



Strategies to address opioid use and overdose 

Å Prescription monitoring programs 
ï Paulozzi et al. Pain Medicine 2011 

Å Prescription drug take back events 
ï Gray et al. Arch Intern Med 2012; 172: 1186-87 

Å Safe opioid prescribing education 
ï Albert et al. Pain Medicine 2011; 12: S77-S85 

ÅOpioid agonist treatment 
ï Clausen et al. Addiction 2009:104;1356-62 

ï Schwartz et al. AJPH 2013 

Å Supervised injection facilities 
ï Marshall et al. Lancet 2011:377;1429-37 

ÅOverdose Education and Naloxone  
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